Joanne Ngit-Kwai Laferriere
February 21, 1947 - October 9, 2020

In the early morning hours of Friday, October 9, 2020 Joanne Laferriere quietly took her
last breath, leaving the arms of her loving husband of 53 years, and entering the eternal
embrace of her Heavenly Father Jesus Christ. Born in Honolulu Hawaii in 1947, Joanne
Chang was the third child of Joe and Ellen Chang. Her formative years were spent with
her older brothers Rodney (d), David, and younger sister Debbie (d) fishing and playing on
the shorelines of Wake Island where her father worked for the FAA. Upon returning to
Hawaii, the family settled in 'Aina Haina, where Joanne attended Kalani High School class
of '65.
After graduation, Joanne worked at the Orange Julius in Waikiki where she would one day
meet a young sailor from Rhode Island named Paul. The two were married and the
adventure began shortly after. This island girl found herself living on the East Coast for a
short time, but the tropic breezes beckoned the young couple and they found themselves
returning to Hawaii where they would begin their family, welcoming son Daniel in 1970 and
daughter Tracy in 1976 spending time on the islands of Oahu and Maui
A true Proverbs 31 woman, Joanne found resourceful ways to contribute to the family
income. She worked for a period at JC Penny, did home child care, cleaned private
condos, and even did laundry for the neighborhood bachelors. Though the work was hard
at times, Joanne never complained and would often listen to her favorite worship songs or
her collection of 45s to pass the time. But her most rewarding career was as an educator.
Joanne earned her Master's degree in early education, but enjoyed the variety that
substitute teaching offered and opted for that instead of a permanent teaching position.
Joanne found her greatest fulfillment in helping kids discover their abilities. From
preschoolers to middle schoolers, she had a firm yet loving way of encouraging kids to
believe in themselves and stretch beyond their limitations. She was known in multiple
schools as the "super substitute" and teachers would plan their maternity leave around her
availability because they didn't trust anyone else to care for their students. To this day,
former students now grown with children of their own recognize their time with Mrs L as a
turning point which kept them from quitting school. There really is no way to measure the
impact she had on the lives of her students.
Joanne's love for teaching and inspiring others carried over into her personal life as well.

Along side her husband, she spent many years teaching children's church and AWANAs
bible school at her church. More than anything she wanted those children to know just
how much Jesus loves them. And though she prayed for those children often, she prayed
most fervently for her own four grandchildren Bryeana, Behlye, Darcy and Dylan.
Joanne's ability to encourage and inspire others wasn't limited to kids. She was a well
respected mentor to countless adults as well, speaking life into the hearts of the men and
women in her church small groups, and sharing Jesus with anyone who would listen, even
praying for each nurse and lab technician that could spare a moment. Although Joanne
was always gentle and soft-spoken, her words were full of power and her prayers were
always heard.
In 2012 Joanne suffered a serious heart attack, causing her family to pray and asked the
Lord for just a little more time. He graciously gifted them with eight more amazing years
filled with memories and love. She will be missed by friends and family from across the
globe, and though she is no longer physically with us, the legacy of her love and the fruits
of her labor will live on forever.

Comments

“

3 files added to the album Joanne's Photo Wall

Paul Laferriere - October 27 at 06:22 PM

“

Aloha Paul,
Faye and I are extremely sad to hear of the passing of Joanne. She was a very nice
person and as you know without her I would of not met my wife 43 years ago.
It amazing how time fly's by, 53+ years of marriage - that's very beautiful and by
todays standards that a great accomplishment. God bless Joanne in heaven, and
also you and your ohana. We hope you all are doing well during these scary
pandemic times.
Again our condolences,
Dale and Faye Mau

Dale and Faye Mau - October 26 at 03:33 PM

“

Hey Paul...I am so sorry for your lost. Joanne was a person that I enjoy spending
time with. She was a gentle person but a Powerful Pray Warrior. She loves doing
outreaches, she was a missionary in her own right. She enjoys sharing her
experience and ministering to others. The Lord said to her, "Well done, good and
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a few things, I will set you over many
things. Enter into the JOY of the LORD! Matthew 25:23 Paul the lord bless you and
keep you. And be gracious to you.

Jane Hiro - October 25 at 09:04 PM

“

So incredibly sorry to hear...we are shocked. Our hearts go out to you Paul...Joana
was the kindest most welcoming person ever. You are in our prayers.

Marty Glenn - October 25 at 05:58 PM

“

My sincere condolences to the Family, The Bible tells us about the hope for all who
die. John5:28,29. The Resurrection! You will see your love one again! On Earth! I
pray this Bible Truth brings you some peace and comfort .

cher - October 22 at 08:24 AM

“

We met Joan and Paul more than a decade ago and we're so blessed that we did.
Thru the years, we were so influenced by this couple as we grew in our faith as
Christian. Knowing that Joan is up with the Lord gives us so much joy but in the other
hand we miss her so much that I'm in tears as I'm writing this. Paul is our bible
mentor and we grieve with him. We're always praying that God gives Paul and the
family the strength and understanding that He got the perfect plan for them. We will
miss you Joan as the rest of the bible study / life group gang. The Ruizes.

Leo Ruiz - October 19 at 01:36 PM

“

She would always look forward to weekly bible study and missed the pre-covid days when
you all could gather at the house and sing, laugh and learn together.
Tracy Takahashi - October 20 at 04:53 PM

“

Joan loves to watch Christian Movies. If she finds any good christian movie on netflix or
amazon prime, she would let our life group know so we can watch it also. Two weeks
before her passing, she personally texted me to watch a particular movie on amazon prime
not knowing that it would be the last message that i will receiving from her. Those text and
messages of love and encouragement will always be treasured in my heart. We are so
blessed that you and Paul joined our life group and not only we learned about Jesus, we
also shared life together. We will miss your beautiful face every Wednesday night, Joanne
but knowing you are now living the truth of what we are studying in the bible, gives me joy
and comfort. I wonder if you are now meeting those bible heroes like Paul, Abraham,
Joseph and even Melchizedek , our last bible discussion. We love you Joan and we will
miss you. Until we meet again...
Nancy Ruiz - October 21 at 03:42 AM

“

Joanne will ALWAYS hold a very special place in my heart. Her joyful spirit and
powerful love for Christ Jesus was so apparent and infectious. I so enjoyed our minichurch meetings, our regular support of the River of Life Ministry, and our faithshared sisterhood.

Cynthia Calhoun - October 18 at 04:08 PM

“

“

She prayed for you often and spoke fondly of your time together.
Tracy Takahashi - October 20 at 04:52 PM

Joanne and Paul will always be remembered as embracing our family as hanai when
we moved to Hawaii in 2007.
Joanne remains the kindest, most gentle, and genuine person I've ever known. She
was a mentor and a friend.
My heart goes out to your family, I can only imagine how much she'll be missed. Yet I
rejoice in knowing she's heard "well done, good and faithful servant".
Prayers and love to you all.

Darcie Largent Crenshaw - October 16 at 10:01 PM

“

One of our best Thanksgiving dinners was the one you were at. The house was filled with
so much love and laughter.
Tracy Takahashi - October 20 at 04:51 PM

“

Tee is following this tribute.

Tee - October 15 at 04:48 AM

“

An Ode to Joanne my sister in Christ
Joanne is:
Kind, unselfish, quiet, gentle and yet mischievous.
When she spoke, she spokes words of wisdom from the bible. When she served, she
served with joy and compassion. She definitely reflected the heart of Jesus in
everything she said and did.
Some of my memories of things we did together:
I remember the first time we were tasked to cook scrambled eggs on Father’s Day. It
was burning hot under the tent, we were drenched in sweat; when I think back on
that day, I remember how much we laughed through the event – cracking jokes and
poking fun at each other. We became masters at the art of scrambling eggs that we
were tasked to do it again the following year.
Joanne has served quietly and as the Lord called her to do so. She got no accolades
and many times went unnoticed. On a regular basis, she and Paul volunteered to
cook for the homeless, and had provided opportunities for the church members to
partake in ministering while serving the food. Like others, especially those at our Mini
church, it was a privilege to serve beside her. She also served as a Sunday teacher
for the keiki’s during service.
Joanne enjoyed worship songs. I can still see her face glowing with joy while we
were listening to live worship at the café at Kunia - or perhaps the glow on her face
was because the music was performed by none other than her handsome husband
Paul. And listening to live music at Dotty’s at Wahiawa, and worshiping every
Wednesday evening at mini church. She had the heart of a true worshiper.
Last week Wednesday, during our virtual bible study, Joanne was propped up on her
bed – she did not want to be in front of the camera…Paul, being a rascal, would
point the camera at her when she was not looking – eventually she didn’t mind being
in the camera view. We spent that evening laughing with her. She was her usual self
- sharing her thoughts, giving wisdom, and praying with us. Thank you Paul for being
a rascal. I am left with the vision of her smiling face that night.
I envision her at her homecoming...singing and dancing with Jesus. That's our
Joanne.
I will miss you very much Joanne. And we have this blessed hope - I look forward to
seeing you again.
P.S. can you ask Jesus about Melchizedek for us? LOL
Love you sis!!

Maggie - October 14 at 08:44 PM

“

A great summary of the many facets that make mom so special.
Tracy Takahashi - October 20 at 04:50 PM

“

Dear Paul, Daniel, Tracy and families,
I send you all an abundance of love and sympathy at the passing of Joanne. Every
interaction I had with her was a revelation of a gentle, caring soul. And all these
years later I am still grateful for all the work she did to make the Kam Family Reunion
in 2003 a huge success!
I am so happy that Uncle Eddie, Beverly and Jonathan were there to celebrate your
50th wedding anniversary!
May your memories of a beautiful wife, mother and grandmother sustain you in all
the years to come!
My love to all,
(Auntie) Ellen Kam

Ellen Kam - October 14 at 11:18 AM

“

Thank you Aunty Ellen for sharing. She always loved her family very much and only regrets
the family couldn't get together more often.
Tracy Takahashi - October 20 at 04:49 PM

“

First we lost our parents, then we lost our brother & sister. Now, I’ve lost you. Even
though I’m surrounded by my own loving family, I feel like a part of me died.
I always believed that you were the most soft hearted, kindest and generous one in
our family. I should have told you that when I had the chance. I hope you can hear
what is in my heart.
Your brother, David

David Chang - October 14 at 02:50 AM

“

<3
Tracy Takahashi - October 20 at 04:47 PM

“

Dearest Paul, Tracy. Naili, Darcy and Dylan!
Thank you for sharing beautiful Joanne with our family, she will be deeply missed!
Am thankful for her genuine love, she shared with our family, all those times at minichurch at your home sharing our thoughts, god's word and your keyboard worship
Paul!
Travis shared with me, he remembers how kind, soft spoken and nice Joanne was
and she left a last impression on him.
Please know that you are all in our prayers, I pray for peace and she truly was a gift
from GOD to all of us and those whom has known her.
Thank you so much for sharing such a precious angel - Joanne LaFerriere!

Sharon Takamiya - October 14 at 02:03 AM

“

Mom always enjoyed spending time with you. Your bubbly personality always made her
smile.
Tracy Takahashi - October 20 at 04:47 PM

“

Mommy, I remember when I first met you and wasn't really dating Tracy yet but came
by to see her. Dad was on a business trip in Chicago so I didn't feel comfortable
being in the house. We sat at the dining table and you talked story with me and made
me feel so welcomed. My memories of you I enjoyed was going out for dinner and
you loved to try new things but knew you could never finish them. That's where I fit
in. Even though I didn't want it I couldn't see it go to waste. I finished all your food
and desserts after finishing my own. I know that made you happy. Another memory
was going to the new food and product shows and how you wanted to try everything
but the lines were so long for samples so you hesitated to get into the lines. I always
told you, don't worry mommy, I'll make sure you get whatever you want, and I did.
Even though I was only your son in-law you made me feel so special and always
took care of me like your own. You were the only person in my life that I would not
hesitate to do anything for when you asked for something. I asked you today, if there
is anything else I could for you that would make you happy. And you told me, "all I
want now is for you to just take care of my daughter and grandchildren". I will miss so
much mommy. Thank you for blessing me with my beautiful wife (your daughter) and
the values she has learned from you. I love you mommy. Na'ili

Bert Na'ili Takahashi Jr. - October 13 at 09:08 PM

“

<3
Tracy Takahashi - October 20 at 04:46 PM

