Raymond Earl Woodstock
October 21, 1922 - December 29, 2018

Raymond Earl Woodstock, 96, passed away in his sleep at home on Saturday, December
29, 2018 in Honolulu, in the home he lived in for 50 years. He was born October 21, 1922
to Charles W. and Lydia S. Woodstock in Oakland, California. On January 19, 1947, he
married Vera La June Wilson in Albany, California. He served in the USAF from March 4,
1943 to May 31, 1968 and was a P-51 Pilot in WWII. He served in 3 wars and retired with
the rank of Lt. Colonel. He was a member of the Disabled American Veterans, the Sons of
the American Revolution, and the Retired Military Officers Association. He lived in Hawaii
since 1964.
Survivors include his daughter, Linda C. Dusty Woodstock and his son, Larry R.
Woodstock, and his grandson, Dustin T. Woodstock. He was preceded in death by his
son, Charles A. Woodstock and his wife, Vera L. Woodstock.
Services will be held at Punchbowl Cemetery, Honolulu on Tuesday January 8, 2019 at
2:00 pm, with military honors. Online condolences can be left on Raymond E.
Woodstock’s memorial tribute at www.OahuMortuary.com Memorial donations can be
made to your favorite charity.
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Comments

“

Dear Linda,
Sorry to hear of the passing of your dad. He was a great and adventurous man. Will
miss his annual Christmas greetings telling of his yearly adventures and family
gatherings. Wish we could be there with you in your time of sorrow..
Don, Less Rominger and families

Ann Gilchrist Rominger - January 08 at 11:54 AM

“

Dear Dusty,
Sadden to hear of the passing of your Dad. What a wonderful and loving character
he was and a true joy greeting him on his visits to your office. Always made us feel
welcomed as he would smile, chat and make his rounds to greet each and every one
of us! He was a true delight and really quite loveable!!
May you find much peace in all the good and wonderful memories you and your
family share.
Love,
Sandie

Sandie Joe Otani - January 08 at 01:11 AM

“

Dear Linda, I too was given the joy of meeting your dad at your home on a few
occasions.
He was always cheerful and welcoming. You have showed so much love for him in
the way you talked to him and about him, the way you cared for him, and how you
looked for anything and everything that would make him happy. I cherish the image
of him smiling that I hold in my mind. I will keep him in my prayers,
with much affection, Daniela M.

Daniela Minerbi - January 08 at 12:30 AM

“

All week I have been thinking about the many great memories I have regarding Ray
and Vera. When I was a little girl I remember the times that we would get to see Ray,
and his family, when he would be reassigned to a new part of the world. All the
relatives would gather and we would have a potluck and hear the stories about his
military experiences wherever he had been stationed and what part of the world they
would go next. His daughter, Linda, and I were the same age, so I would always look

forward to these California gatherings to see and play with her, Chuck and Larry.
When I was in 6th grade I had an assignment to write about a famous American. I
chose my cousin, Ray, to write about. At that time he was a Major in the Air Force
and I thought he was the greatest man on earth. As I grew older, married, and had
children of my own, Ray and Vera would visit us and we had a relationship that was
better than just being relatives. We asked them to be Godparents to our son. Our
relationship was special and we enjoyed any time we could spend together. Over the
years many of my friends had a chance to meet Ray. Just like me, they loved hearing
his many fascinating stories about his life experiences. I still feel he is one of the
greatest men on earth.
I miss both Ray and Vera so very much, but I am comforted to know that Ray, Vera
and Chuck are together again. Until we meet again.
Kay Huff
Kay Huff - January 08 at 12:03 AM

“

I so remember wonderful memories of Ray and Vera. Just a few are a 10 day
Houseboat trip on Lake Powell. Wonderful Christmas get together at Pacific Heights.
Many gatherings with family and friends while visiting Hawaii.
Will miss you. Until we meet again
Carol Burgess Kelley

Carol Kelley - January 07 at 10:00 PM

“

Ray was such a source of good humor and inspiration to our SAR members and
prospective members as our long time Registrar and Historian. He told the most
interesting stories of his one searches in far off places to locate his ancestor history
and Revolutionary War ties. He told of the travels needed to locate actual records in
cemeteries, court houses and libraries in New England and other far off places
(these were the days long before Google and even longer before the Interest itself
and the troublesome - often inaccurate Ancestry.Com garbage) where actual
detective work and logic (reading skills) were needed.
But of great historical value, was his intensive SAR history research and the
publication of the 100 year history of SAR in Hawaii. Many of the citizens, politicians
and even our early Hawaii Supreme Court Chief Justice were descendants of
Revolutionary War Patriots, which Ray helped document from newspaper and our
historical sources.
My Mom, an SAR genealogist from NY, and my Dad had several most interesting
chats here in Hawaii with Ray about genealogy and those ancestor hunting
expeditions that our family had engaged in, too, when I was a child and traveled with
them. He was such an inspiration and then a mentor to me and many coming into
SAR. And his wonderful daughter, Dusty, has been such pleasant and friendly

contributor to SAR and our joint society DAR-SAR meetings.
We miss you, Ray; rest in peace you did so much for so many both in times of War
and in Peace.
Aloha, Compatriot Woodstock
Elbridge
Elbridge - January 07 at 07:27 PM

“

Dear Dusty and family,
Your Dad was a wonderful friend, mentor and had so many other qualities. His neverfailing helpfulness was one-of a kind. He had a great sense of humor and we often
had a good laugh about a particular email we shared. His WWII stories were
fascinating and I firmly believe he would have become a General Officer had he
remained in the Air Force.[I had the privilege of working for a number of General and
Flag Officers, so I am convinced of this{:-).] Ray's historical memories were
amazingly complete and always interesting. I am honored to have known him. He
was truly a great compatriot and I will miss him. My condolences.
me ke aloha pumehana
Lou

Lou Torraca - January 07 at 06:58 PM

“

Fellow Compatriots with a heavy heart I must inform you that Raymond Earl
Woodstock passed away at his home this past Saturday morning. I did not have the
privilege of meeting Mr. Woodstock, but I felt like I knew him from his writings. He
wrote “The Hawaii Sons of the American Revolution 1895-1995”, since I found this
on the internet, I have been completely absorbed in the detail he placed into the
book. He was truly a dedicated Compatriot. Mr. Woodstock was born in 1922 and
joined the HISSAR in June 1985, his revolutionary ancestor was William Woodstock.
In 1987 he became the Vice President of HISSAR and the following year he was
elected President, Secretary, and Treasurer. From 1989 until 1995, Mr. Woodstock
held a HISSAR officer position every year and most years he held multiple positions.
Clearly had it not been for his dedicated efforts HISSAR might not be here today.
Services will be held Tuesday January 8, at the Punchbowl. President Scantlin will
be sending a condolence card to the family on behalf of the HISSAR.
Michael Smith
HISSAR Secretary

Michale Smith - January 07 at 05:12 PM

“

Dusty/Larry,
I have many fond memories of Ray during the nearly 40 years I have had the honor
of being friends with this exceptional, kind, and generous man.
Hundreds of racquetball games, many hundreds of games of cribbage, and
nickel/dime poker games with Vera’s delicious chili.
I will always remember your dad repeatedly telling me how lucky I was in cribbage
while beating me 75% of the time.
He was the most organized person I have ever known.
May he be dealt three fives and a jack and have the fourth five as his cut card.
I will miss him greatly,
George

GB - January 06 at 08:49 PM

“

Dusty I was saddened to read of your father's passing. My first contact with your father was
in 2002 when I was attempting to join the SAR.

Your father and I had to things in common aside from belonging to the SAR: We were
both patrilineal descendants of our patriot ancestors - (unbroken Y DNA passdown
from patriot ancestor to us) his 3rd grt grnd father was Woodstock, mine was
McCullough, and were both only FIVE generations removed from the Revolutionary
War.

I felt an affinity for him for that reason.

My condolences,

Alan McCullough
Alan McCullough - January 06 at 06:12 PM

“

Dear Dusty,
I was sorry to learn of your father's passing. I had the pleasure of meeting Ray and
hearing him speak at several of our DAR meetings. I read his obituary. What a
productive life he lived in service of his family and community. What higher tribute
can one pay to any individual but to say that his presence in the world blessed
others.

Love and aloha,
Sarah (Courageous)
Sarah Courageous - January 06 at 01:27 PM

“

Dear Dusty,
Your father will be sorely missed by me and all in DAR. My symphony to you and
your family. I wish I could come to his services and hear about his life. But I am going
to Maui that afternoon. Please know you have many friends that care for you. As you
cared for your father all these years.
All my love,
Barbara Smith

Barbara Smith - January 06 at 01:06 AM

“

Dear Dusty,
I am saddened and so sorry to hear of your dear father's passing. He was a delightful
man, and I always enjoyed seeing him at our DAR meetings. I used to call him my
twin as we share the same October 21, birthday separated by only a few years.
Thank you for giving me the privilege of meeting him.
Love and Aloha,
Joyce Dauber

Joyce Dauber - January 05 at 10:52 PM

