Rose Nakako Itano
May 18, 1920 - February 19, 2016

Rose Nakako Itano, 95, passed away February 19, 2016, in Hawaii Kai on the island of
Oahu, Hawaii. She was born in Carlsbad, California on May 18, 1920, to Tokuzo and Mura
Sakemi. She grew up on her father’s farm in Indio, California. She attended UCLA and UC
Berkeley and graduated from Milwaukee-Downer College. She was a hospital dietician, an
instructor in the Ohara and Chiko Schools of Ikebana, and a koto player. She was
predeceased by her husband Harvey Akio Itano and siblings Henry, George, Alice, and
Lily. She is survived by her sons Wayne, Glenn, and David, her grandchildren Deanna,
Leilani, Nicole, and Michelle, and her great-grandchildren Benjamin and Emmeline. She
will be interred beside her husband at Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery, San Diego.
Donations in her memory may be made to the Japanese Friendship Garden of San Diego,
www.niwa.org

Comments

“

On behalf of the Ohara School of Ikebana, La Jolla Chapter, please accept our
deepest condolences for your family's loss. Mrs. Itano was a wonderful member and
supporter to this Chapter for many years. May she rest in peace.
With sincere sympathy,
Chutaphin Yeager
(President of the La Jolla Chapter)

C Yeager - June 10, 2016 at 07:51 PM

“

I met her in Ecuador in 2004 or 2005 when she traveled there alone for an ikebana
convention. She joined my family on our Galapagos tour and hiked faster than us despite
being 20-40 years older. We then became pen pals. A wonderful lady.
vanessa zenji - April 03, 2018 at 05:40 AM

“

She always was 'Mrs. Itano'......to me.....none of this first name stuff that goes on
nowadays. Of course, it was because she was my senior....by several years. I first
met Mrs. Itano when I timidly attended my first Ikebana International meeting in
Balboa Park, San Diego. As a newcomer to the city having moved here from Denver
via Honolulu, Hawaii, I wanted to continue my knowledge of ikebana. In Denver, I
was a member of the Ikebana chapter there and with the move to California, it was
only natural for me to find another ikebana chapter here in San Diego. Mrs. Itano was
the first and only friendly face who welcomed me to the chapter. After that, she was
to be a mentor in so many ways. In her quiet, calm but firm ways, she could make
one do anything for her. She had a way to suggest how to get something done, still
listening to your suggestions, but always ending up doing it her way.
As chairwoman of the Craft/culture display that went along with the annual flower
show, Mrs. Itano wanted to spread the Japanese culture to everyone. I would watch
the expressions of the many people....children....who attended these displays and
asked their questions, hesitantly at first, and then opening up with many more when
we guides would ask them questions. It was so special, and it felt so good to be able
to share our sometimes sketchy information about the various displays over the
years. I even got our son, who could fold origami, to send many examples when that
was that year's display. Todd lived in Seattle, but sent his origami animals to me and
brought them for the show that year.
I will truly miss this very special lady.....and have fond memories of working with her
over the years. It was just by accident I found out of her passing....reading an 'In
Memory of ....' listing in the May/June issue of the Japanese Friendship Garden San
Diego newsletter. Now that I know where she is........I will keep my memories of my
Mrs. Itano close to my heart.
With sincere sympathy and A!oha,
June K. Kubo
Carlsbad, CA

JK Kubo - May 03, 2016 at 06:46 PM

“

My sincere condolences to your family. May you find comfort found in the words of
Isaiah 25:8

dawn - February 23, 2016 at 10:49 AM

