William Henry Berryman
November 3, 1929 - June 19, 2020

William “Doc” (Bill) Henry Berryman, HMC (DV), USN, ret.
William Berryman, age 90, of Kailua, Hawaii passed peacefully at his long-time family
home on Friday, June 19, 2020. He was born on November 3, 1929 to William and
Dorothy (Ingle) Berryman of Champaign, Illinois. He acquired his nickname “Doc” while
proudly serving in the Navy as a Chief Hospital Medical Corpsman (HMC). He was also
known as “Bill” by fellow divers who participated in diving operations after his military
service.
Doc began his lengthy service to our country at the tender age of 19 years old in 1948 and
completed 20 years of honorable service as a Diving Medical Technician. He was highly
respected for his expertise in diving operations and submarine medicine. Doc was a major
participant in getting one of the best and safest diving apparatuses approved for U.S.
Naval fleet use. The MK VI Semi-Closed SCUBA was used for many years by U.S. Navy
Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) teams, Sea Air and Land (SEALS) teams, and for the
experimental underwater habitats, SEALAB 1 and SEALAB 2.
Doc achieved the rank of U.S. Navy Chief Petty Officer and held the rating of Hospital
Corpsman Chief Petty Officer (HMC)/Diver (DV)/Diving Medical Technician. He completed
his last military assignment as Chief Hospital Medical Corpsman with the U.S. Navy
Explosive Ordinance (EOD) Unit 1, at Pearl Harbor Naval Base in Hawaii.
Doc’s pride for serving his country could only be compared to his love and devotion to his
family. His bachelor days were transformed when he married the love of his life, Merlyne
(Lopes), on March 7, 1964 and instantly became a father figure to Ed, Kai, Ollie, and Lisa.
When the large instant family welcomed one more child, Connie, Doc’s fast track to family
life was soon followed by more distinguished work in the specialized field of diving
medicine.
Following his military service, Doc’s diving and medical skills were again called upon when
he worked at the Makai Undersea Test Range in Makapuu, Hawaii, in the early 1970’s. He
was the chief diver and team leader of a six-man crew of Aquanauts that performed
testing on the effects of long-term living in a helium environment on the AEGIR
Underwater Habitat. The historical research on the AEGIR is frequently referenced in
studies involving helium saturation dives and other undersea projects.

Doc’s distinguished diving career continued over the next 2 decades where he continued
to make his mark in the specialized diving field and national defense. Although he never
spoke of it, Doc was cited for his significant contribution to a classified mission with the
Central Intelligence Agency. His diving career culminated as Chief of Dive Operations that
supported the U.S. Army Kwajalein Atoll-Kwajalein Missile Range from 1985-1995.
Doc Berryman is the recipient of the National Defense Service Medal (2 Awards), Navy
Occupation Service Medal with “Europe Clasp”, Good Conduct Medal with 4 Bronze Stars,
the Navy Marine Corps Medal for Heroism, and the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
Certificate of Distinction. Doc was a longtime member of the U.S. Navy Divers Association
and the Navy Explosive Ordinance Disposal Association (NEODA).
Doc Berryman is survived by his wife, Merlyne (Lopes) Berryman, daughters; Lisa
(Berryman) Hayes, Constance Henderson (Russell) and son Kai DeMello (Dori). He was
preceded in life by sons, Edward DeMello & Ollie DeMello. He is also survived by 14
Grandchildren and 5 Great-Grandchildren.
“Fair Winds and Following Seas”, Military funeral honors for Doc will be announced at a
later date.

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Danny Kali - July 12, 2020 at 06:10 PM

“

After a week at 600 feet under the ocean and breathing helium, these guys looked pretty
good.
Danny Kali - July 12, 2020 at 06:12 PM

“

Thank you so much for sharing your pictures and bringing back some faint memories of a
time that seemed so carefree. It means a lot seeing these. Thank you
Bills youngest daughter
Connie
Connie Henderson (Berryman) - July 31, 2020 at 02:26 AM

“

Jack McClure, Saipan Northern Mariana Islands.
Hello to all who were blessed to be a friend, associate, or family of Bill.
Bill was a good friend and professional who proceeded thru life with respect and goodwill
for those who surrounded him.
I first met Bill in the sixties at Pearl Harbor then later at Long Beach Ca and finally at
Kwajalein Island.
As a shipmate Bill was a professional. As a friend and a man, Bill was always a guiding
light.
The idea of death, having a good friend succumb is hard to accept, however, I find myself
becoming more and comfortable knowing how Bill would have handled the death of a
shipmate and friend
John McClure - December 14, 2020 at 06:59 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Danny Kali - July 12, 2020 at 05:44 PM

“

Fifty years ago when the Aegir was diving off Makapuu. Billy Berryman, Mike Sperka,
Danny Kali, Dick Ellis, Chuck Peterson. The good old days.
Danny Kali - July 12, 2020 at 05:47 PM

“

The children and family of the late John K. & Anne White send our deepest
condolences to Miss Merlyne and family. We have many memories of Doc in the
early years and later at the Kailua home. With fondest and heartfelt aloha; Lia,
Thurland & Kenny White and Su Rapozo.

Lia White - July 12, 2020 at 02:02 PM

“

Ms White
Mom extends her heartfelt thanks to you all for your love, sympathy and support as we all
do. It's greatly appreciated
Merlyne & Family
Connie Henderson (Berryman) - July 31, 2020 at 02:50 AM

“

Uncle Doc introduced me to Scuba diving. No, he didn’t take on my first dive or even
let me play in the pool with his equipment. But he fascinated me with his stories and
all the trinkets he displayed in the Los Alamitos home. I couldn’t wait to explore the
unknown for myself. I remember sharing a few of my dive trips with him on my last
visit, I’ll always treasure that conversation. Rest in His peace Uncle Doc.

Jo-Ann Magnani - June 28, 2020 at 05:04 PM

“

Hey JoAnn, thanks for that memory! He was such a character. Best fun memory was him
roller skating at the bottom of the swimming pool with it filled with water !!!! I guess deep
sea diving extended to our swimming pool in more ways than one. ha!
Lisa Hayes - July 12, 2020 at 11:29 AM

